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LILYDALE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 14, 2014 
 

Present: Mayor Anita Pampusch; Council Members John Diehl, Marilyn Lundberg, Bob Bullard and Warren 

Peterson; Tom Lehmann, City Criminal Attorney; David Neameyer, Building Official; Mike Aschenbrener, 

Mendota Heights Police Department; Mary Schultz, City Clerk and Administrative Assistant, KimberLee 

West. 

  

Also Present: Jeff Weiss, Barr Engineering; Jon Solberg, MnDOT; Jim Maher, Planning Commission; Ginger 

Simek, NDC4 Citizen Representative; Jodie Miller, NDC4 Executive Director and Bob Pullman, Riverain 

resident.   

 

Absent: Mike O’Brien, City Civil Attorney.   

 

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Mayor Pampusch. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. 

 

Agenda - Motion by Councilmember Diehl, seconded by Councilmember Peterson to approve the 

agenda as presented.  Passed 5-0.  

 

Minutes - Councilmember Bullard asked that the word “approve” be changed to “accept” in the motion for the 

2013 Audit.  Councilmember Bullard also asked that on page two, the third paragraph be changed to “Weiss 

noted his preference is for a channel.  Weiss’ concern is that the project follow Lilydale’s Water Resource 

Management policy that states no new top of the bluff discharge points are allowed.”  Motion by 

Councilmember Lundberg, seconded by Councilmember Peterson to approve the March 10, 2014 City 

Council Minutes with the changes requested by Councilmember Bullard.  Passed 5-0.  

 

City Civil Attorney – Attorney Lehmann said a Joint Powers Agreement for the Victoria Road Project will be 

forwarded to Attorney Mike O’Brien for review and then presented to the city council. 

 

City Criminal Attorney - No report. 

 

Building Official Report – Building Official David Neameyer said there was modest permit activity and 

nothing unusual to report. 

 

Police Report – Chief Aschenbrener noted the week of April 21-25 is Severe Weather Awareness Week.  

Sirens will sound throughout the entire metro area on Thursday, April 24th at 1:45 p.m. and again at 6:55 p.m.  

Aschenbrener said all of Mendota Heights’ sirens have either been upgraded or replaced.  Aschenbrener added 

that when severe weather is detected and the sirens sound people should get inside and turn on the television or 

radio for information. 

 

NDC4 Cable Franchise Renewal – NDC4 Executive Director Jodie Miller informed the council on the basic 

process for renewal. The current franchise agreement with Comcast expires in March 2015.  The franchise is 

non-exclusive and it defines the type and the quality of service provided by cable operators.  Typically the 

franchise is 10-15 years in length and it takes three years to go through the contract renewal process.  Miller 

explained that there are two ways renewal can be accomplished.  One is an informal process with very few 

deadlines but little leverage. The other is a formal process where the NDC4 has greater leverage and the 

process is very structured, but it is more expensive and time consuming.  NDC4 has been proceeding 

informally and is two-thirds of the way through the three year process.  The first meeting with Comcast will be 

this June.  In October the NDC4 will evaluate how the informal process is going and decide if they need to 

switch to the formal process.   
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Mayor Pampusch asked if there are any issues the city should be aware of.  Miller noted funding for PEG 

(public, education and government) channels and the I-NET and keeping up with technology are issues.  The 

NDC4 would like to continue with the current structure that is in place now in which NDC4 is able to use the 

fiber network as they see fit.  Miller said Comcast would like to convert to a managed type of approach where 

they get to charge a monthly service fee to libraries, schools and government entities.   

 

Miller said public input is critical to the renewal process.  NDC4 will be conducting telephone surveys with 

current Comcast subscribers. Subscribers will be asked about public, educational, and government channels 

and their experience with Comcast.  With community support the NDC4 can guarantee state-of-the art 

services, assure customer service and service rates.  A franchise ordinance will be provided to the city by 

January 1, 2015 for review and approval.   Miller said any customers with questions about routine issues or the 

renewal can be forwarded to her.  Miller gave business cards to Clerk Schultz.  Miller requested that she be 

notified if the city or councilmembers are contacted by Comcast regarding the franchise renewal. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding Between MnDOT & City of Lilydale - Jon Solberg from MnDOT 

distributed a sheet with cost estimates for Lilydale.  Drainage infrastructure, consisting of 15” to 30” pipe and 

excavation, is estimated at $50-$70K.  The cost for the bringing the June Mullarky Pedestrian Trail into 

compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) is estimated at $57K.  MnDOT ADA staff 

identified 19 locations along the trail that may require truncated domes at a cost of $3,000 each.  In addition, 

the domes may be required to be installed across from Lexington Ave. and Mayfield Heights Road.  Solberg 

will be working with the MnDOT staff to negotiate on the ADA plan for the project, and he anticipates the cost 

will decrease substantially. 

 

Solberg said the purpose of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to organize and coordinate agency 

responsibilities.  Solberg and Jeff Weiss suggested the following changes to the MOU.   

1.  Section 1.1 Mayfield Heights was changed to Lexington Avenue.  

2.  Section 3.4 “letting” was changed to “starting”.   

3.  Section 4.9 was deleted and Section 4.10 was renumbered 4.9. 

 

Solberg said there is no longer enough money in the project budget to install all the curb and gutter on TH13, 

this being the result of poor estimating.  Curb and gutter will now run 1,200 feet on each side of the road from 

Mayfield Heights Road to Don Campbell’s driveway.  Solberg said MnDOT is planning a three inch overlay 

from 35E to 2nd Street in Mendota instead of a two inch overlay.    

 

Weiss said he spoke with someone last week from Union Pacific Railroad (UP).  He will send UP pictures of 

the culvert that will be effected along with the GPS points to assist them in locating the culvert.   

 

Weiss said a well driller will be making a visit to the drop shaft site.  The drop shaft is estimated to cost 

$100,000, which will require the city to go out for bids. 

 

Councilmember Lundberg noted Section 3.11 of the MOU states the city of Lilydale intends to pay for all 

railroad driven expenses.  Councilmember Lundberg said she would like it stressed to UP that there won’t be 

an increase in the amount of water that goes through their culvert.  Solberg stated 3.11 was included so that 

MnDOT is not responsible for any of those costs. 

 

The council decided they need more time to review the MOU and therefore will postpone action until the May 

council meeting.  

 

Engineer Report – Jeff Weiss provided the council with a memo addressing top-of-bluff discharges in follow-

up to a discussion at the March 2014 council meeting regarding a proposed project at Lexington Riverside.   

The city’s Water Resources Management Plan policy ESC3 states no new outfalls at the top of the bluff will be 
allowed whether they be pipe or open channel.  Weiss recommends the existing policy be interpreted as 
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prohibiting new pipe discharges.  Weiss also said this interpretation would prevent adverse impacts to 

hydrology and storm water quality and remain consistent with other city objectives for bluff management. 

 

Weiss also told the Council that the city has received its official Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) permit which allows the City to discharge storm water into public water.  Five city ordinances will be 

updated this year to bring them into compliance with the MS4 rules.  

 

Bluff Restoration Project – Mayor Pampusch updated the council on the Lilydale Bluffs Planning meeting 

held March 27, 2014.  Mayor Pampusch said a grant of $5,000 has been received from the Katherine B. 

Anderson Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation, and there is one other grant proposal pending. The funds will 

allow us to move forward with the educational process.  The first education meeting for citizens is set to take 

place in September 2014.  Mayor Pampusch noted the need to gather support from residents and to raise funds 

for the project. 

 

Clerk’s Report – Clerk Schultz presented the council with the March financial reports.   Motion by 

Councilmember Bullard, seconded by Councilmember Peterson to approve the financial reports.   

Passed 5-0.   

 

Mayor’s Report – No report. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

__________________________________________________ 

Mary Schultz, City Clerk  

 

Final copy reviewed by: 

__________________________________ 

Anita Pampusch, Mayor 


