
Accepted items – free drop-off unless noted 

	y Auto products like motor oil, antifreeze and gas

	y Bug killers/repellants

	y Cleaners

	y Electronics (fee for TVs and computer monitors) 

	y Lightbulbs – all types 

	y Needles and sharps (in a closed rigid container, keep in front 
seat)

	y Paints and stains

	y Personal care products like nail polish and hair dye

	y Propane tanks and aerosol sprays

	y Scrap metal

	y Tires (fee)

	y Small household electronics like toasters and vacuums 

	y String lights and cords

	y Vaping devices

	y Weed killer 

	y Most products that say caution, warning, danger or poison

The Recycling Zone does not accept 

	y Appliances

	y Carpet

	y Humidifiers and  
dehumidifiers

	y Lumber

	y Furniture

	y Mattresses

	y Medical waste  
and medications 

	y Yard waste

If you have an unknown or unique household chemical, email 
recyclingzone@co.dakota.mn.us before dropping off to work with The 
Recycling Zone staff about safe handling. 

The Recycling Zone, located at 3365 Dodd Road in Eagan, is open 
all year, four days a week. For a complete list of accepted items and 
drop-off hours, visit www.dakotacounty.us, search recycling zone. 

Partially funded by Dakota County and the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency.

of life in Lower Lilydale, offering 
vivid, firsthand perspectives 
that both contrasted with and 
enriched Byrne’s research. These 
accounts underscored the 
importance of personal 
memory in telling the 
community’s full story.

Following the event, the 
city received a grant from 
the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund, through 
the Minnesota Historical 
Society, to support the 
project Lower Lilydale: 
A Lost Neighborhood. 
Grant funds will be used 
to record 10 oral history interviews 
with former residents and business 
owners, ensuring their stories are 
preserved for future generations.

Fall 2025

2026 BUDGET AND LEVY DISCUSSION SCHEDULE
At its September 8 meeting, the City Council approved an 8.86% increase to Lilydale’s 2026 general fund budget. To 
support this budget, a 5.97% increase is proposed to the city tax levy.

Property owners will receive a preliminary tax statement from Dakota County in November showing the estimated change 
to their 2026 tax bill.

A public hearing on the budget and levy will be held December 8 at 6:00 p.m. at Lilydale City Hall. The final levy, which may 
be set lower but not higher than the proposed levy, will be adopted following the hearing. Residents are encouraged to 
attend and share their input.

City Newsletter 

LILYDALE’S PAST COMES ALIVE

Lilydale City Hall 
was flooded with 
attendees on May 3, 
2025, for a special 
history event marking 
the 60th anniversary 

of the 1965 flood. Former residents and business owners of Lower 
Lilydale—a once-thriving community along the Mississippi River—
joined current Lilydale residents and guests to hear local historian 
Dave Byrne’s engaging presentation. Byrne recounted the events of 
the ’65 flood, how residents and 
the city adapted in its aftermath, 
and the eventual departure from 
the land that is now Lilydale 
Regional Park.

One of the most memorable 
moments came when several 
attendees shared personal stories 

CLEANING IS EASY AT THE RECYCLING ZONE

BUILDING PERMITS & INSPECTIONS

Call SAFEbuilt at 952-442-7520

LILYDALE CITY HALL

1011 Sibley Memorial Hwy. Lilydale, MN 55118 
Phone: 651-457-2316 
Hours: M-F 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Email: cityoflilydale@comcast.net

CITY COUNCIL

Lyle Hanzal, Mayor 
Jay Budge 
Deborah Cornell 
Mary Kleinberg 
Bill Kleinman

City council meetings are held the 
second Monday of every month at 
4:30 p.m. at city hall.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Bart Schneider, Chairperson 
Jim Kleinberg 
Tim Rourke 
Julie Seykora 
Tom Sutton

Planning commission meetings are held the third 
Monday of every month at 4:30 p.m. at city hall.

Lilydale Mayor Lyle Hanzal joined Girl Scout Troop 
27430 of Farmington and Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon to help deliver more than 250 boxes of 
Girl Scout Cookies to veterans in the community, 
including those at Lilydale Senior Living. Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon is a statewide program that 

connects service members, veterans, and their 
families with community support and resources. 
The City of Lilydale is proud to be a Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon community and thanks the troop 
for their efforts to give back.

SWEET SUPPORT: GIRL SCOUTS AND MAYOR HANZAL HONOR VETERANS

Newsletter designed by valeriesands.com

Town Square Television’s Insight 7 Video

https://vimeo.com/1085000026

Historical photographs, news reports, and rare video 
footage from the era are available for viewing at 

Lilydale City Hall.

For more information call or email Mary Tollefson at Lilydale City Hall 651-457-2316, cityoflilydale@comcast.net

Bring cleaners, auto products, electronics and other stuff that doesn’t belong in your trash to The Recycling Zone in Eagan for safe disposal. 
Dropping off is easy—that’s why residents dropped off over 2.9 million pounds of materials last year. You stay in your car while staff unload 
materials from the trunk or backseat. Put smaller items in a box that you can leave behind. 



Wipes, dental floss, and rags are a common cause 
of sewer problems in Lilydale. When flushed, these 
items can clog pipes and lift station pumps, leading 
to costly repairs and potential sewage backups  
in homes.

Despite labels like “flushable” or “septic safe,” 
wipes do not break down. They can snag on pipe 
imperfections, trap debris, and form blockages 
that grow over time. Cleanup in a home can 
easily reach $10,000, and residents in multi-unit 
buildings are also at risk from what neighbors flush.

The simple solution: Only flush the three P’s — pee, 
poop, and toilet paper. Everything else belongs in 
the trash.

Please share this reminder with everyone in your 
household, as well as house cleaners or home 
health aides who visit your home. Together, we can 
keep Lilydale’s sewer system flowing and avoid 
costly emergencies.

Remember: Your toilet is not a trash can.

ONLY FLUSH THE THREE P’S: HELP PREVENT SEWAGE BACKUPS

Please recycle this newsletter after use.

SEWER AND STORMWATER RATES UPDATE
What’s changing:

	y Stormwater: Starting Jan. 1, 2026, residential rates will increase 65¢ per quarter and 
commercial rates will increase $4.46 per quarter. In addition, multi-family/commercial 
properties will see a small increase in the acreage surcharge.

	y Sanitary sewer: Starting Jan. 1, 2026, rates for all customers will increase $1.73 per quarter.

Why:

The city completed a rate study to ensure sufficient revenue to maintain, upgrade, and operate 
the sewer system while meeting regulatory requirements. These rate adjustments help the city 
continue providing safe, reliable services. Sewer system expenses are not paid with property tax 
dollars. Instead, they are fully funded through user fees.

For more information regarding utility rates, contact city hall at  651-457-2316 or 
cityoflilydale@comcast.net.

FIX-IT CLINICS
Nov. 15, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Dakota Lodge

1200 Stassen Lane, West St. Paul

Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 

401 Concord St., St. Paul

For more information,  
visit www.dakotacounty.us,  
search fix-itclinics

Partially funded by Dakota 
County and the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency

PREPARE FOR WINTER: SMART SALTING STARTS NOW
Minnesotans use 404,000 tons of salt on roads and sidewalks each 
winter. Just one teaspoon can permanently pollute five gallons of 
water. Too much salt harms lakes, rivers, groundwater, plants, pets, and 
infrastructure—and some waterways are already impaired due to high 
chloride levels.

Plan ahead this fall to protect water, pets, 
and your wallet:

	y Shovel early — clearing snow 
promptly reduces the need for salt.

	y Use only what’s needed —  
12 ounces treats a 20-foot  
driveway or 10 sidewalk squares. 
More is wasteful.

	y Sweep up leftovers — prevent salt from washing into waterways 
and save it for reuse.

	y Cold weather prep — salt stops working below 15°F; sand 
provides traction.

	y Protect pets — salt can irritate paws or be toxic if ingested.

This fall, property managers and professionals 
should consider Smart Salting training offered by 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and hiring 
certified contractors to stay safe and environmentally 
responsible. The MPCA maintains a list of certified 
contractors at www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/
smart-salting-training. Using these strategies helps 
protect the environment, safeguard pets, save money, 
and keep surfaces safe all winter.

FOOD SCRAPS DROP-OFF: NEW NAME, SAME GREAT PROGRAM

The number one item in our trash is food. That’s why over 11,000 
residents in Dakota County like you are giving food scraps a new 
life by participating in the food scraps drop-off program (formerly 
organics drop-off program). 

There are 11 food scraps drop off sites located throughout the  
county — in Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, Farmington, Hastings,  
Inver Grove Heights, Lakeville, Mendota Heights, Rosemount (two) 
and West St. Paul. 

Across the locations, over 11,000 residents have registered for the 
program since 2016.  In 2024, participants delivered 2.2 million 
pounds of food scraps. The food scraps go to an industrial compost 
facility and are turned into compost, a nutrient-rich soil amendment 

used in gardening  
and landscaping.

To get started with the free  
program, sign up by visiting  
www.dakotacounty.us and search 
food scraps, email foodscraps@
co.dakota.mn.us or call 952-891-7557. When you sign up, Dakota 
County will send helpful tips and show you how to get compostable 
bags to use at home.

Partially funded by Dakota County and the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency.

lilydale.govoffice.com, search mattress

Mattress Recycling
Saturday,  October 25 
9 a.m. – Noon

Mendota Heights  
City Hall 
1101 Victoria Curve, 
Mendota Heights

lilydale.govoffice.com, search pumpkin

Pumpkin Collections  
for Composting

November 8 and 9

 
Mendakota Park 
2171 Dodd Road, 
Mendota Heights

lilydale.govoffice.com, search toy

Toy Swap
Saturday,  November 8 
10 a.m. – Noon

Mendota Heights  
City Hall 
1101 Victoria Curve, 
Mendota Heights

LOCAL UPCOMING EVENTS

lilydale.govoffice.com, search shred

Saturday,  October 25 
9 a.m. – Noon

Mendakota Park 
2171 Dodd Road, 
Mendota Heights

8 bag limit per person

lilydale.govoffice.com, search fire

Saturday, October 11 
10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Mendota Heights  
Fire Station,  
2120 Dodd Road, 
Mendota Heights

lilydale.govoffice.com, search decor

Saturday, October 4 
Noon–3 p.m.

Harmon Park  
Neighborhood Center 
230 Bernard St W,  
West St. Paul

Shred EventFire Prevention Open HouseFall & Winter Décor Swap

$10/mattress or box spring, cash 
or check only

No painted pumpkins, stickers  
or candles please


